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ABBA 2023 – 2024 OFFICERS

President
Charles Glaser
Stone Mt., GA
678-521-2976
cglaser2@gmail.com

1st Vice President 
Tanya Jones
Winston-Salem, NC
336-817-6138
tatarenee1@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President
Daniel Hope
Tulsa, OK
919-986-7287
m0b1us0099@gmail.com 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Rozella Campbell 
2829 Tall Oaks Ct., Apt. 11 
Auburn Hills, MI 48326 
248-410-2411 
rozellacampbell2826@gmail.com 
 
Tournament Director 
Sandy McDaniel 
115 Powell Blvd., Apt. 14102 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114 
386-576-6413
sandymcdan01@yahoo.com 
FROM THE 1st VICE PRESIDENT

Hi fellow bowlers,

I hope you are having a great bowling season.  It is hard to believe the National Tournament in Reno is almost here.  I look forward to seeing you there.

The finance committee meets at least once a quarter to review our expenses. The finance committee chair looks forward to giving more details at the Annual Convention.

-Tanya Jones
1st Vice President 


FROM THE DESK OF THE SECRETARY TREASURER
March 16, 2024

Hello Members, 

I am sure most received the news of the passing of Judy Jeter, former secretary of the Roanoke Valley Blind Bowlers and secretary of the SBBA. Judy was one of our oldest members, a top-notch secretary, submitting documents and supplying needed information on time. She was a very friendly, compassionate lady who is missed by many but never forgotten. She also served on many of our committees. 

Hopefully everyone has made their reservation for Reno, especially those who need to make flight plans. The deadline for reservations is/was April 19th. The tournament Committee will be supplying shuttle information, hotel amenities, and sights to see, in their report.  The Tournament Director will be reporting on the bowling alley and all other needed information regarding bowling.

Our meetings / Registration will be: 
· REGISTRATION: Sunday May 19th & Monday May 20th. 10am – 12pm (noon) & 3pm – 4pm.         Location – Silver Baron C
· [bookmark: _Hlk164006784]LEGISLATION: Sunday May 19TH. 4pm – Daniel Hope Chair. Location – Silver Baron C
· FINANCE (tentative): Sunday May 19TH. 5pm - Wilbert Turner Chair. Location – Silver Baron C
· TOURNAMENT: Monday May 20th. 10am - Roderick Wilson Chair.  Location – Silver Baron D & E
· BOARD MEETING: Monday May 20th. 8pm.
 Location – Silver Baron D & E
(only delegates with specific colored wrist bands will be allowed to vote.)
· CONVENTION: Tuesday May 21ST. 8pm. Location – Silver Baron D & E                   
(only delegates with special colored wrist band and Life members with their cards will be allowed to vote.)

CREDENTIALS TO BE RETURNED, by league secretaries, will be sent to all leagues the 2nd week in April and Must Be Returned before the 2nd week in May. This will allow for the correct member receiving the correct number and color of wrist bands. COLORS CHANGE EACH YEAR!!!

So, if you have not reserved your room and considered what you need to pack “What are you waiting for?“ Start packing for our last fun activity for the season. Remember, Reno gets cold in the evening!

For those who have experienced tons of snow, unusual freezing temps. Rain, or other weather conditions and survived, we will see some of you soon. In the meantime, please note: League secretaries must file the 990 EZ form with the IRS each year. If this is not done, the league is removed from the list of ABBA leagues covered by the nonprofit status. Leagues not covered under the 501c3 status please ignore the following information.

The IRS sends annually a form with all of our subordinates, (if you did not file a 990 EZ form, you were dropped and those who are no longer members) We must comply as it relates to the activities of our subordinates, requiring leagues under our umbrella to produce documentation that they have filed the 990 EZ, IRS paperwork or the league will be removed from our list. A list will be distributed as soon as documentation is sent from the IRS. 

AWARDS -The following members have earned the listed award since the printing of the last Blind Bowler – Any awards application received after sending this article to the Blind Bowler will be listed in the First issue for the new 2024 – 2025 bowling season.

(60) PINS OVER FOR AVERAGES 85 OR LESS
Tracy Parks - TF – Average 72 – Bowled 136 – 
Greater Cleveland Blind Bowlers

(75) PINS OVER AVERAGE
Dray Alexander – SM – Average 162 – Bowled 243 – Cincinnati Blind Bowling League

Theresa McKinney – TF – Average 64 – Bowled 156 – 
Greater Cleveland Blind Bowlers


Ernie Pitts/Snover – SM – Average 174 – Bowled 258 – 
Greater Cleveland Blind Bowlers

Linwood Boyd – PF – Average 126 – Bowled 216 – 
Baltimore Blind Bowlers

Jamie Clemons – SM – Average 170 – Bowled 257 – 
Chicago Spare Chasers

BRONZE MEDAL
Mark LoRusso – TM – Average 119 – Bowled 165 – 
Colorado Blind Bowling Association

Vivian Melendez – SF – Average 117 – Bowled 232 – 
Forsyth Blind Bowlers

Patricia Fraley – SF – Average 154 – Bowled 223 – 
Chicago Spare Chasers

Marlon Stewart – SM – Average 180 – Bowled 253 – 
Chicago Spare Chasers

Terrell Jones – PM – Average 144 – Bowled 216 – 
Gate City Blind Bowlers

SILVER MEDAL
[bookmark: _Hlk164009262]Dray Alexander – SM – Average 161 – Bowled 280 – Cincinnati Blind Bowling League

Mark LoRusso – TM – Average 132 – Bowled 180 – 
Colorado Blind Bowling Association
Jimmy Lasley – PM – Average 128 – Bowled 226 – 
St. Louis Pinsplitters

Thelma Crumpler – PF – Average 101 – Bowled 203 – 
Raleigh Outlaws

SPLIT CONVERSION CHEVRON
Stacy Petit – SF – Average 92 – Split 4/6 & 7/10 – 
Rock County Railers 

As a reminder: some of you have seen award applications for Bronze and Silver awards, twice during the year. If this happens, the first Bronze / Silver will be the only one awarded during the season. 

Also remember: if an application does not contain (NAME – VISUAL STATUS – AVERAGE – ALL THREE GAMES – AND ONLY ONE AWARD CHECKED) the application will be set aside with explanation of error. Far too many applications were sent with only partial information and some with your homemade form or no form. 
If your award-winning score is not listed, or that which is listed needs correcting, please let me know and I will correct the oversight. Awards received after this publication will be listed in the 2024/25 Blind Bowler.
 
-Rozella Amerson Campbell
ABBA Secretary Treasurer


FROM THE NATIONAL TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE

The tournament committee is getting excited about everyone gathering together in just a few short weeks to bowl and spend time visiting Reno and all it has to offer.  Please don't forget to book your room no later than April 19th.  We will be staying at the Silver Legacy Resort Casino, 407 N Virginia St., Reno, NV 89501. The best way to make reservations is to go on the website.
(https://book.passkey.com/event/50634657/owner/7272/home) Or Call the Silver Legacy reservation line at 1-800-687-8733 and note that you would like to reserve a room in a group block at the Silver Legacy. Ask for the group rate for ABBA Bowling Tournament 2024. The discounted room rate is $59 plus $30 Resort fee plus $3 City Fee and 13.5% Tax. (Approximately $104 per night) for 2 guests per night. Each additional person will be charged at a rate of $10 per person, per night with a maximum of four (4) persons per guestroom. 

As promised, here are a few ideas for things to do while there: Outdoor Adventure, Group Activities and Getting Here / Getting Around. Let the lure of location amp up attendance!

1. Outdoor Adventure / Group Activities – Reno Tahoe truly has Endless Recreation!
a. GROUP – Meeting professionals will appreciate these options that do not require too much physical activity, and they can be enjoyed by all. This is just a glimpse, just the highlights which will surely create memorable experiences and enhance any program! 
b. View Wild Horses – almost 70,000 free-roaming wild horses and burros in the region! Four Tour Providers and, in just 30 minutes north of Reno you can guide yourself to the National Wild Horse and Burro Center at Palomino Valley, or, just keep your eyes open in and around Reno. Especially South Reno and as you summit the eastern mountains on your way to Virginia City.
c. Historic Virginia City – 20 miles southeast of Reno (30 min drive) lies a little nugget of history – Most famous for the Comstock Lode (Silver), this historic town was a booming mining establishment for several decades in the mid-1800s. Jump back in time and stroll down wooden sidewalks, quench your thirst at one of the unique saloons, or ride on a steam engine or take a haunted ghost tour – Virginia City was once the most important industrial cities between Denver and San Francisco!
2. More than 15 museums / Planners love the Shops and History – appeal to all age groups! – custom French hat maker / Special Events including Camel & Ostrich Races and even Outhouse Races – LOL!
3. Historic Pipers Opera House – with wooden dance floor suspended on railroad springs! The stage has hosted President Grant, Buffalo Bill, Al Jolson, and Mark Twain over the years.
4. Fourth Ward School. Built as a state-of-the-art school in 1876, the Fourth Ward now serves as a museum to commemorate the American West.
5. Carson City (NV State Capital) – is home to the Rail Bike Experience – Extraordinary and just 40 min south of Reno – Railbikes, which seat up to 4 people, are power assisted, recumbent style pedal bikes that safely ride on top of a railroad track. Visitors will trek on an easy and fun-filled round trip in and out of the Carson River Canyon for five miles via the Virginia & Truckee Railway Commission’s canyon tracks.
6. Arts (Bringing you back to Reno….) – Reno Tahoe has a rich art history and an emerging art scene!
a. 80 Larger than life murals – self guided or docent-led tours
b. Playa Art Trail / Playa Art Park – Inspired by Annual September event, Burning Man, which draws 70,000 people annually!
7. Dining and Beer Tours 
a. In Reno / Sparks alone there are 18 Breweries and 5 Distilleries
b. Food Tours – private group tours – 6 eateries your choice of midtown or downtown Reno
c. July – Midtown food walks
d. Reno Brew Bike – groups of roughly 10 people
e. Lake Tahoe Brew Tours
f. Combo of food and mural tours! Really Fun!
8. Museum tours – great for older groups – pick two museums – Auto in morning then lunch, then Art in afternoon…
9. Educational / Ecological tours – Planetarium, Geothermal plant, Desert Research Institute, Earthquake Lab – depends on the industry that the group is in!
10. STEM / Science Oriented field trips – Data Center, Tesla Gigafactory – incorporate Educational piece of our area!
11. Boating / Catamaran on Lake Tahoe – catamaran 50 people departing from the Hyatt Lake Tahoe, Paddle-wheelers and other charter boats accommodate intimate small groups all the way up to 400.
12. Spas – Luxurious and amazing spas, first-rate relaxation and restoration amenities nearby – Highlights: Atlantis (Forbes Travel Guide 4-star designation), Grand Sierra Resort, Peppermill, Silver Legacy, Renaissance Hotel, Hyatt Regency Lake Tahoe
a. Nevada’s Natural Hot Springs – remote, highest concentration of natural hot springs in the US! And there are also Two Hot Springs Resorts!
13. Unique Team Building – Geocaching Scavenger Hunts, Challenging Ropes Courses, Puzzle and Escape Rooms, Several Workshop providers (Trust Building, Conquering Stage Freight)
14. Great selection of Destination Management Companies (DMC’s) in the area that can assist with ideas for Creative Social Responsibility (CSR) type team building (Build-a-bike foster families of Nevada or Boys And Girls Club, Backpack for kids’ program, Food Packing at the Nevada Food Bank) [So versatile – can do inside or out, at Ballpark etc.!] work into whatever schedule and budget your group has! 
a. Custom unique things for groups (Blank palate – let us help you create) – Burning Man theme, Take over Virginia City (band in the middle of main street, BBQ’s, Characters walking up and down the street), Bowling tournament (100 screens – splash logos every 5 seconds), Auto Museum (different foods in each gallery), 
b. Great price-point compared to other cities – not just a ballroom with an 80’s theme (you can do that anywhere)!
15. ADRENALINE ORIENTED – The following list proves that the outdoors, not gaming, is at the heart of who and what Reno Tahoe is! Your attendees can tack on any number of these adventures pre/post, during free time, or even as a group!  
a. Warmer Months – There are 50 golf courses within 90 minutes of Reno, and Eight (8) courses right in Reno! Prime golf season is May – October… Fly Fishing / Rod/Reel Fishing, Rafting and Kayaking (right in our downtown along the Truckee River / Truckee to Verdi Whitewater rafting experience – You can literally hire outfitters in our downtown), biking and scenic walks or runs along 12 miles of our Riverwalk (Along the way stop for refreshments at coffee shops and chocolatiers, or stop and shop at Historic Post office converted to marketplace complete with West Elm housewares), scenic hiking and biking dirt trails (within 15 minutes from downtown – yes we have fall colors too), Rock Climbing, Horseback Riding, Water Skiing and Wake Boarding, Parasailing, Motorcycle Touring, Off-roading / jeeping, dirt biking and ATV / Razor Tours, and even Hot Air Ballooning!
b. Winter Activities: Skiing, Snowboarding (There are 12 Ski Resorts in Lake Tahoe to choose from and one of the closest being just 20 minutes “from lobby to lift” – Ski Mt Rose Tahoe…), Snowshoeing, Snowmobiling, Dog Sledding, Sleigh Rides, Snow Parks (Snow Tubing and sledding, Ice Skating…).
16. Major, signature events in Reno Tahoe:
a. May – Reno River Festival, Competitive Kayaking, live music, craft beer village, culinary
b. June – Reno Rodeo – 10 days, 750 professional athletes; Great Eldorado BBQ, Brews and Blues Festival
c. July – Artown – over 500 events throughout the entire month: music, dance, theater, visual arts, workshops, walks
d. August – Lake Tahoe Shakespeare Festival; Hot August Nights (10,000 Classic Cars)
e. September – Burning Man; Best in the West Nugget Rib Cookoff; Great Reno Balloon Race; and Street Vibrations
f. October – Eldorado Great Italian Festival
17. Getting Here - Helpful Tools - One Family, One Focus
a. Ability to embed Flight Mapping tool http://www.renoairport.com/flight-info)
b. Customized welcome programs - River Room – Located in bag claim area for customized welcomes and receptions; Media/Press Events; On-site registration for groups! 
c. Assistance with greeting VIPs; Signage to welcome attendees
d. RNO ADVERTISING – CLEAR CHANNEL AIRPORTS - LED Video Wall, Pedestrian Walkway, Baggage Claim - Great sponsorship opportunities - Lead times vary from 24 hours to 1 month - Easy airport approvals!
e. Convenient Ground transportation - Complimentary Hotel Shuttles to major hotel/casinos
f. 9 rental car companies with in-terminal counters and cars within short walking distance
g. Taxis, on-demand limousine service, paid shuttle options
h. Uber and Lyft
i. Passenger Therapy Dog Teams
18. Getting Here: DRIVE, TRAIN, & BUS
a. Drive - Reno Tahoe is centrally located in the West – actually further west than Los Angeles! – SF 218 miles (3.5 hours), LV 439 miles (7 hours), SLC 518 miles (7.5 hours), LA 471 miles (8 hours), Portland OR 530 miles (9 hours), SD 559 miles (9.5 hours)
b. Train - If you’d rather leave the navigating to someone else, Amtrak’s California Zephyr offers one of the most beautiful train rides in North America. The Zephyr runs through Reno and Sacramento, into Emeryville/San Francisco
c. Bus - If you are headed to the area but don’t have a car, don’t worry! There are plenty of bus options – Megabus and Greyhound to name a few.
d. Reno’s Public Transit – Convenient and affordable, the Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) serves the citizens of Reno and Sparks along with unincorporated areas of Washoe County.
e. Reno to Lake Tahoe - Convenience / Access - Multiple group transportation options – from 50+ passenger luxury coaches to mini-busses and various shuttles, around Reno-Sparks and/or to Lake Tahoe
19. SHUTTLES FROM RENO TO LAKE TAHOE - The following are options for daily Reno Tahoe shuttle services directly to area ski resorts, and other destinations around Lake Tahoe.
a. North Lake Tahoe Express - Any day. Year-round, scheduled service between Reno-Tahoe International Airport and the North Lake Tahoe-Truckee region with local transit connections.
b. Diamond Peak – This free shuttle is available to skiers traveling from Incline Village to Diamond Peak. Enjoy the convenience of being dropped off right at the resort with easy access to the ticket windows and slopes. Daily pick-ups and drop-offs are available at several Incline Village locations throughout the day.
c. Tahoe Truckee Area Regional Transit – Offering service along the north and west shores of Lake Tahoe, the Tahoe Truckee Area Regional Transit (TART), has multiple routes connecting Tahoe City, Alpine Meadows, Squaw Valley, Northstar and Truckee, as well as multiple destinations in between.
d. South Tahoe Airporter – This shuttle is operated by Amador Stage Lines and runs daily between the Reno-Tahoe International Airport and several South Lake Tahoe locations including Hard Rock, Edgewood, Harvey’s and more.
e. South Shore Services by Tahoe Transportation District – For those heading to Heavenly Ski Resort, the Tahoe Transportation District connects South Lake Tahoe and Carson City and the Carson Valley.
f. All Reno Tahoe shuttle services and schedules are subject to change. Please check shuttle schedules and status when planning your trip.

FAMILY & KIDS ACTIVITIES: 
NAME: CITY; PHONE #; WEBSITE
Urban Air Trampoline and Adventure Park: Reno; 775-300-7607; https://www.urbanair.com/nevada-reno/
The Immersium Puzzle Rooms: Reno; 775-525-0084; https://theimmersium.com/
The Discovery - Terry Lee Wells Discovery Museum: Reno; 775-786-1000; https://nvdm.org/
Wonder and Unwind: Sparks; 775-432-1807; https://wonderandunwind.com/
Andelin Family Farm: Reno; 775-530-8032; https://andelinfamilyfarm.com/
Ferrari Farms: Reno; 775-997-3276; https://www.ferrarifarms.org/
Sierra Exotic Animal Park: Reno; 775-677-1101;  https://www.sierraexoticanimalpark.org/
Round1 Bowling and Amusement: Reno; 775-393-1244; https://www.round1usa.com/
Magic Carpet Golf: Reno; 775-853-8837; https://www.magiccarpetgolfreno.com/
Wild Island and Coconut Bowl: Sparks; 775-359-2927; https://wildisland.com/
Fleischmann Planetarium and Science Center: Reno; 775-784-4812; https://www.unr.edu/planetarium
Brainy Acts Escape Rooms: Reno; 775-225-2320; https://www.brainyactzescaperooms.com/reno-nv/
Need 2 Speed Go Karts: Reno; 775-851-7223; https://www.need2speed.com/
National Automobile Museum: Reno; 775-333-9300; https://automuseum.org/
Animal Ark: Reno; 775-475-9626; https://animalark.org/
W.M. Keck Earth Science and Mineral Engineering Museum: Reno; 775-784-4528; https://www.unr.edu/mackay/keck-museum

We look forward to seeing everyone to celebrate fun, fellowship, and sportsmanship.

-Roderick Wilson
Tournament Committee Chair

FROM THE DESK OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

To my fellow bowling friends, 

All is well thus far with our finances.  However, inflation is keeping us on our toes.  We need you to promote blind bowling.  Blind bowling means a lot to visually impaired persons’ day to day lives.  You would be surprised how much it improves a person’s self-esteem when they are able to bowl a high game or when they pick up a spare with a 42 bowling average.  Self-accomplishments improve self-esteem.  Also, bowling is one of few opportunities for some of us to interact with others.  This year, I met a young lady in Milwaukee who is a volunteer pin spotter, and more, and she expressed the joy she gets seeing the smiles on the faces of some of the Milwaukee bowlers when they throw a strike or spare.  I know for you experts, this seems small, but the next time you go bowling and one of your low average bowlers picks up a spare, watch his or her reaction.  When you are doing something good, you should share.  Spread the word. We need more bowlers, we need more blind bowling leagues, and we need more of you who are interested in seeing blind bowling get even better to get involved.  Share your expertise, join a committee, make positive suggestions, and let’s grow and improve the ABBA together.
Also, we have 25 bowling rails available for sale.  If you need one or more, contact our organization’s secretary, Ms. Rozella Campbell.

Hope to see you in Reno,

-Wilbert Turner
Finance Committee Chair









REMINDER FROM THE EDITOR

Hello Again Loyal Readers,

I hope everyone is having their dream season (or like me, at least their average season.) If not, I hope everyone has been having a great time getting out on a weekly basis with their friends and family in the blind bowling community (after all, that’s what blind bowling is all about Charley Brown.)

Just a quick reminder. The ABBA website address has changed. It is now ABBA-1951.org. Please spread the word far and wide in the ABBA continuum.

As always, if you have a submission for The Blind Bowler or if you see anything that needs correcting on the website, please email us: The-Blind-Bowler@outlook.com

Gratefully Yours,
Patrick Koo – The Blind Bowler - Editor

SOME SAY, IT TAKES A VILLAGE
March 26, 2024

This past weekend MBBA met at the Four Points Hotel in Milwaukee, Wisconsin for its 64th annual Midwest Tournament. I have to say it took a village. As tournament chairperson for MBBA, I was able to find a hotel and the bowling center. But the Milwaukee group, led by Jeff Spinacle, took on everything else and they did an excellent job. Goodie bags, bus transportation, discounts at the hotel for breakfast, oh, and I have to say they do throw a hell of a party. So, it took a village. I really want to say big ups to the Rock County Railrollers and the Milwaukee Beer Barrels for doing an excellent job with this MBBA tournament. This is what blind bowling is about. Doing your job, working together, and having fun. Some people don’t understand that we need bowling because they have options. But those of us who don’t have options, well I can honestly say now, I love my village. Right now, I’m in the works. I’m trying to put together next year’s 65th Midwest Tournament. So far, I’m looking at two cities: Minneapolis, Minnesota and Louisville, Kentucky. My hope is to bring this tournament to Minnesota because we have great people there. We have a large group there, and we have got one of the most famous blind bowlers there (that’s right Janice.) So, wish me luck team family. I hope I can pull this together.

-Robert McDonald
MBBA Tournament Chairperson


2024 MID-YEAR BOARD MEETING

Greetings,

The Greater Cleveland Blind Bowlers are hosting the  
2024 Mid-Year Board Meeting (for the 2025 ABBA National Tournament):
· Friday, November 15th – Sunday November 17th 
· Board Meeting will be held at the 
Cleveland Airport Crowne Plaza  
7230 Engle Road, Middleburg Heights, Ohio 44130 (rates good 11/14-11/17). 

RESERVATIONS ARE NOW OPEN
Use the website below or find a clickable link in this submission on abba-1951.org, on the UPCOMING EVENTS page.

https://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/middleburg-heights/clemh/hoteldetail?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qIta=99801505&icdv=99801505&qSlH=CLEMH&qGrpCd=BBC&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=CP&qDest=7230%20Engle%20Road%2C%20Middleburg%20Heights%2C%20OH%2C%20US&srb_u=1

Once dates are selected, (Group Rate, Travel Agent) will appear. Click (BOOK NOW).
THE ABBA Committee '24 group code is (BBC) 
Call phone #: 1-440-243-4040 
Or toll free #: 1-877-227-6963 
· Check-in: 3PM 
· Check-out: 12PM 

Local attractions and restaurants within 21 minutes include the Cleveland-IX Center, the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, Jack Cleveland Casino, Fat Heads Brewery, Olive Garden, Perkins, and Max & Erma's 

Upcoming Event:
2025 ABBA NATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
May 23rd – May 25th, 2025 
CLEVELAND AIRPORT CROWNE PLAZA 

Thanks,
D' Peaches Dinkins
Greater Cleveland Blind Bowlers
Statistician/Event Specialist
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